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Duane Madison has a weird rock.  

I have lots of friends who have weird rocks, but Duane's is the biggest and weirdest of all. It is a conglomerate that 

contains smaller rocks of all three categories including igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rock. They are held in a 

matrix like chocolate chips in a chocolate chip cookie and then baked to perfection by mom nature in some incredibly 

hot geologic oven. If this was not confusing enough, the glacier rolled and rounded it into a giant ball and dropped it in 

Duane's yard.  

The origin of this unique boulder is somewhat difficult to explain even for a trained geologist. This results in a variety 

of differing theories about how it was initially formed. Several things are immediately noticeable when looking at the 

boulder. Some of the smaller rocks are from the iron formation comprising Gunflint silica, jasper, and chert. Some of 

these individual stones have been rounded by the action of water while others are shattered, sharp, and angular. The 

sedimentary rocks include round limestone concretions and sandstone. All are mixed, jumbled, and suspended in a 

matrix rock that resembles a gray volcanic ash. Microscopic examination of the matrix reveals small glassy black beads 

that may be tektites. They are formed generally by melted silica sand associated with meteorite impacts.  

Geologists working for the U. S. Geological Survey and studying the Sudbury, Ontario meteorite impact examined a 

sample of Duane's rock and stated it is entirely likely it could have originated from an impact. The Sudbury event is the 

second largest impact known on earth. The third largest is the one blamed for wiping out the dinosaurs. Ejecta from 

Sudbury has been found as far west as Hibbing, Minnesota and is very similar to the material in Duane's rock. A smaller, 

but closer impact occurred just south of Gunflint Lake and may also be the culprit. There are as many different opinions 

as there are people who have looked at it. If the meteorite theory is correct, then consider this. A giant meteorite comes 

from deep space and smacks into the earth blasting out loose and broken rock. The immense heat of the impact 

cements it all together as it falls back to earth where it sits for an incredible amount of time. Eventually the glacier 

comes along and scoops it up and transports it maybe hundreds of miles while rounding it off prior to dropping it in 

Duane's yard.  

As I said at the beginning, Duane Madison has a weird rock. 


